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LONG HAUL PIONEERS  
By A. Coghill 
A Celebration of Astran, leaders in overland transport to the Middle east for over 45 Years 
 In 1964 Asian Transport, later to become Astran, pioneered overland transport from the UK to the 
Middle East, the 10,000 mile round trip that was to become a phenomenon in the haulage industry. 
In the early days truckers had to cope with unfamiliar documentation, unmade roads, snowdrifts, dan-
gerous mountains, desert sands and bandits. Some of these difficulties eased over the next twenty 
years, to be supplanted by problems of congested border posts and wars in the Balkans and Iran-Iraq. 
The truckers who persevered were exceptional, needing high driving skills, stamina and diplomacy. 
Similarly, it was only the best companies – such as Astran – which ran the course. 
Ashley Coghill’s celebration of Astran and its drivers covers all these points. He interviewed many of 
the people involved, not least Bob Paul, one of the company’s founder members. There are mini-biogs 
of Astran’s drivers and sub-contractors accompanied by a wealth of photographs. 
The abundance of fine photographs continues through Ashley’s descriptions of the early, middle and 
later years of Astran. This provides a comprehensive history of the company. 
Chapters are also devoted to other areas of special interest: Astran’s Doha depot; the delights of driv-
ing in Turkey; accidents and incidents; and the making of the television documentary Destination 
Doha. 
H/Back, 290 x 220mm, 318 pages, 345 colour and b&w photos #10760 $105.00 
 
BRITISH LORRIES 1945-1965  
By Rinsey Miles 
This publication traces the path of the British lorry through the twenty post-war years from 1945 using 
the manufacturer's own sales and publicity material from the revolutionary Jensen to classic designs 
from AEC, Albion, Bedford, ERF, Maudsley and others. Twenty-two manufacturers are included and 
the reproduction of material from brochures and catalogues gives a fascinating insight into the  
developing commercial vehicle market.  
H/Back, 387 b/w and 199 colour photos/illustrations. 192 pages #10507 $99.95 
 
BEDFORD Classic & Vintage Commercials 
This popular book celebrates this famous marque, showing how some of Befords’  
classic models are still in use today!  
A must for all Bedford fans! It covers... Daily use 1950 MST, keeping a Bedford alive, Green Goddess 
rides again, Bedford at work, Bedford MSZ restored, S Class, TK Tipper restored, 1950 Bedford 
OLBC, & more!  S/Back, A-4 size, 116 pages, over 300 col. & b&w photos #10737 $69.95 
 
 
COLA COWBOYS 
 by Franklyn Wood 
14,000 miles on the world’s toughest route - The golden road to Arabia. 
The story of the truckers who were driving from the UK to the Middle east in the early 1980s. This book 
will become the truckers favorite!     
S/Back, 210 x 230mm, 96 pages, full colour #10762 $29.95 
 
 
BRITISH LORRIES OF THE 1960S 
By Malcolm Bobbitt 
This highly visual study of British lorries of the 1960s captures in 120 illustrations this often under-
stated but very necessary work, which was undertaken day and night, 365 days a year. The images, 
many contemporary colour and black and white, include some delightful publicity items in addition to 
covering the heritage and preservation scenes. The comprehensive text reveals much about the 
marques that were everyday names, along with information about Britain's road haulage and  
commercial vehicle industries.  
This book will rekindle many memories and serve as a reminder of the important role British commer-
cial vehicles played  

during the 1960s. 
S/back, 210 x 185mm, 96 pages #10766 $64.95 
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BEDFORD TRUCKS & VANS IN COLOUR  
By Peter Davies  
This superb book covers Bedford models from 1931 to 1999. Includes the O type, S type, TJ & TK, as 
well as the lighter models such as the CA & HA vans  
Includes Bedfords 'Seven digit code' identification explanation  
H/Back, 144 pages, over 170 colour photos #10770 $69.95 
 
 
BRITISH TRUCKS AT WORK IN THE SIXTIES  
By Peter Davies  
At the beginning of the 1960s motorways were beginning to make an impact on road transport, then in 
1964 came legislation which permitted the use of 32-ton gross articulated vehicles in Britain. The pe-
riod was therefore one of fascinating rapid change.  
For Peter Davies, the look of the pre-1964 trucks - their well-balanced proportions, their functional sim-
plicity, their richly designed liveries - carries an immense appeal. Then there are the names of the 
companies and places with a poetry all of their own. Regional tastes add a further piquancy.  
In this book he has focused on the companies and lorries of the earlier part of the 1960s, capturing a 
world that was going to be swept away by the continental invasion.  
 
Contents  
Taking a Look at Trucks  
The Regions  
South Wales and the West  
London and the South east  
The Midlands and East Anglia  
The North West  
Yorkshire  
The North  
Scotland  
H/Back, 273 x 198 mm, 128 pages, inc. 43 colour and 152 b&w photographs #10774 $69.95 
 
HEAVY TRANSPORT INTERNATIONAL  
Jan van Wees 
A selection of various models involved in the international heavy hauling industry. Includes DAF, GMC, 
Ford, Mack, Scania & Willeme 
H/back, 136 pages, 190 colour  photos #10773 $69.00 
 
HEAVY HAULAGE & ABNORMAL LOADS Vol 3  
David Lee 
Amazing loads & the machinery used for the job. Featuring tractors by Scammell, Renault, Leyland 
DAF, Volvo, Mercedes & others 
H/back, 176 pages, 78 colour  and 78 b&w photos #10771 $69.00 
 
HEAVY HAULAGE & ABNORMAL LOADS Vol 4  
David Lee 
More heavy movements including a 245 tonne mobile drilling rig, a 75 tonne Hitachi EX800H, huge 
tanks & a 150 tonne water boiler/ 
H/back, 176 pages, 88 colour  and 88 b&w photos #10772 $69.00 
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DIAMOND T TYPE 980/981  
By L. Freathy & R. Pearson  
The 980 had its beginnings in 1940 when the British Purchasing Commission sought the assistance of 
the American truck industry in providing a heavy unit that would be capable of hauling the new  
generation of armoured fighting vehicles that were then coming into service with the British Army.  
Following the end of the Second World War many refurbished Ts were issued to re-equip the armies of 
the liberated European countries, while others remained with the British army as tank transporter units. 
Many were released from the army in the immediate post-war years to prove a mainstay for civilian 
heavy haulage well into the 1950s. Others were used in the wreck & recovery industry, in fairs and  
fairgrounds and overseas.  
All these aspects and more are covered in this detailed and comprehensive book, the product of thirty 
years enthusiastic research and collecting by Les Freathy. Using over 500 photographs he and Robin 
Pearson have succeeded in conveying the pure magical imagery of one of the aesthetically most  
appealing of heavy road vehicles ever built - a true icon of the twentieth century.  
Contents  
The Type 980/981 - Diamond T motor car company - background - testing, evaluation and training in the 
USA - wartime in the UK, preparation and training - Diamond T goes to war - British Army post-war - 
European and foreign armies - Pickfords Heavy Haulage - Robert Wynn & Sons Ltd - Annis & Co Ltd - 
Crook & Willington, Sunters, Elliott hauliers - heavy hauliers Europe and overseas - fairs & fairgrounds - 
wreck and recovery - plant & construction - Australian adventures - European hauliers - restoration.  
H/Back, 276 x 202 mm, 148 pages, inc. 300 photographs (16 pages of colour) #10775 $84.00 
 
WYNNS OVERSEAS  
By John Wynn  
Established in 1863, Wynns developed into a market leader in the heavy haulage industry. It was known 
for solving the most difficult problems associated with the movement of indivisible loads and the installa-
tion of the equipment on site for its customers. This work included many exceptional loads overseas.  
Arranged by country, the photographs in this book were mostly taken by those individuals involved in 
the projects. This is very much a hands-on account of some extraordinary work, much of it in the 1970s. 
Loads of 150 tons and more had to be taken on unmade roads, even fording rivers, or other solutions 
had to be found such as rail/road transport.  
There are fine images of Scammells and Bedfords in desert or bush with their loads for power stations. 
John Wynn himself accompanied some of the hauls and throughout the book his knowledgeable  
captions give full context for the photographs.  
 
Contents  
Spain and Sweden - Argentina - Cyprus - Nigeria - Germany/Holland - France - United States & Canada 
- Tanzania & Zambia - Kenya - Ghana - Sudan - Israel - Marshall Islands & South Africa  
H/Back, 212 x 270 mm, 144 pages, inc. 300 photographs (40 pages of colour) #10776 $75.00 
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HIGH , WIDE & HEAVY  
By David Lee  
Since 2000 the heavy haulage industry has seen significant changes in the design and operation of their 
tractors and support machinery. The four-axle tractor model has gained popularity with hauliers, and 
manufacturers including DAF, MAN and Mercedes have produced successful models. Also featured are 
unique variants from the mainstream models, such as Volvo's new FH16, a 16 litre 160 hp tractor that 
comes in a five-axle model.  
This illustrated guide to the vehicles and support machinery involved in the heavy haulage industry fea-
tures roughly 170 different British heavy haulage and crane operators as well as a number of their Euro-
pean counterparts.  
The author has organised the subject matter of this book by load type in order to convey the variation 
and complexity of the specialist work of the heavy hauliers.  
 
Types of loads included  
 
Tracked excavators - Cranes - Boats - Bulldozers - Heavy Electrical Generators - Bridge Beams - 
Wheeled Loaders - Dump Trucks & ADTs - Locomotives & Rolling Stock - Motor Scrapers - Road Plan-
ning Machines - Pile Drivers - Military Equipment - Pressure Vessels & Chemical Columns - Unusual 
Loads  
H/Back, 210 x 270 mm, 168 pages, inc. 340 colour photos #10778 $75.00 
 
LEYLAND LORRIES - A Celebration  
By A. Ingram  
The major purpose of this book is to mark the centenary of one of Britain's greatest industries in general, 
and of one great manufacturer in particular: Leyland. Additionally, this book presents, for the first time, a 
collection of historic photographs showing the growth of Leyland's major product - lorries.  
Ancestors of Leyland sold their first steam vehicle in 1897 and in 1907 that company acquired another 
and became Leyland Motors Limited. The development of petrol vehicles attracted the attention of the 
War Office and through the declaration of WWI the name Leyland became synonymous with quality and 
longevity.  
In the 1920s these machines were of increasing importance to the rebuild of Britain and in the 1930s 
they became part of the revolution in the road transport industry, which saw goods and people being 
transported in commercial vehicles rather than by rail. This book charts the continued development of 
this brand through the expansion of their service vehicles, another World War, a globalising transport 
market, and it all culminates in several pages of colour photographs of slightly more modern Leyland 
designs.  
The history of Leyland is magnificent & though the story of its heavy haulage vehicles is a lesser-known 
subject, this book covers it with illustrated ease.  
 
Contents  
The Early Years - The Great War Leylands - The 1920s: Rebuilding & Rejuvenation - The 1930s: Ex-
panding the Range - Leyland Fire Engines - On a War Footing - Post-War Renaissance - Go for Export! 
- New Designs: New Horizons? - Leyland Lorries in Colour  
H/Back, 270 x 202 mm, 128 pages, inc. over 250 photos (16 pages of colour) #10779 $59.95 
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POST ORDERS TO: 

CAR & TRACTOR BOOKS NZ 
24 Happy Valley Road, 7.O.R.D 

Oamaru  9495, New Zealand 

ORDER FORM FAX ORDERS TO 
03 439 5192 

 

Intl. FAX 
+64 3 439 5192 

ORDER PHONE 
03 439 5124 

 

Intl. PHONE 
+64 3 439 5124 

EMAIL ORDERS TO: 
orders@tractorbooks.co.nz 

 

 

Your NAME:  …………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
ADDRESS:  ………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
                      ……………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
PHONE:  …………………FAX……………..EMAIL………………………………………………….. 

#CODE   PRODUCT DESCRIPTION                        QTY     PRICE 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………

 

Sub-Total     …………. 
 
Delivery       ………….. 
See below 
 
Total NZ$    ………….. 

METHOD OF PAYMENT 
 

   VISA    MASTERCARD   CHEQUE  or   DIRECT CREDIT— tick one 
 
CARD NUMBER   __ __  __ __   __ __ __ __   __ __ __ __   __ __ __ __ 
 
NAME: …………………………...Signature…………………………..Exp  ..../…. 
 
Cheques: Payable to Car & Tractor Books NZ 
 
Direct Credit: Account ANZ Oamaru 010964 0075541 00 
 
 

DELIVERY COSTS 
 

NEW ZEALAND ORDERS 
—shipped via COURIER POST 

 

TOWN ADDRESSES & P.O. Boxs 
$6 for ALL ORDERS Regardless of size 

 

**RURAL DELIVERY ADDRESSES**  
$8 for ALL ORDERS Regardless of size 

INTERNATIONAL ORDERS: AUSTRALIAN & other  
INTERNATIONAL orders will be shipped at best airmail 
rates. Contact us for quote. 
Payment in AUD$ accepted into our NAB Australia  
account - ask for the amount required 

Office & Store – 24 Happy Valley Road, Maheno,  
240 metres off SH 1, 15.5 klm south of Oamaru – Mon-Fri normal bus hours 

please call first before you visit – we may be out !   EFTPOS available  Ph 03 439 5124 
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Whist we endeavor to stock all items listed, 
there will be occasions when we are ‘out of 
stock’ of an item.  
We will advise you if your order is delayed. 


