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CHAINSAWS  - A HISTORY 
CLASSIC CHAINSAWS OF THE WORLD 
By David Lee 
 
Hundreds of chainsaws described, with over 300 full colour photos! 
 
A first-ever book on the worldwide history of the chainsaw, an invention that transformed the 
forest industry and eventually became the indispensable companion of every red-blooded 
country dweller.  
"It rips, and cuts, it makes a horrible racket—a chainsaw is a frightening thing. I write not to glorify its 
terrible power but to acknowledge its place in the most sweeping revolution that technology has 
wrought in the 20th century—the revolution of individual empowerment." 
 
So begins author David Lee in this first-ever book on the worldwide history of the chainsaw, an  
invention that transformed the forest industry and eventually became the indispensable companion of 
every red-blooded country dweller. Chainsaws, it turns out, have a curious history and since the 19th 
century they have taken on many forms. From 600-pound steam-powered behemoths to gas  
chainsaws mounted on wheeled carriages to diesel chainsaws and electric chainsaws with portable 
generators, this book musters a curious collection of contraptions and inventors the like of which we 
haven’t seen since Those Magnificent Men in Their Flying Machines. Carefully tracing the  
evolutionary threads of countless short-lived pioneer devices, author Lee, working together with a 
worldwide network of chainsaw buffs, traces the roaring, woodchip-and-oil-sprayed progress of what is 
now a lightweight modern machine that holds a place of honour in the world’s woodsheds. 
 
Chainsaws is a handsome gift book full of wonderful old and new photos along with priceless  
chainsaw ephemera that will warm the heart of anyone who’s ever held a power tool. From Andreas 
Stihl’s Black Forest experiments to Vancouver’s booming WWII chainsaw industry, to the postwar race 
to develop one-man saws, the rise and fall of Canada’s proud Pioneer brand, and the late entry into 
the field of the centuries-old arms manufacturer Husqvarna,it examines why the chainsaw is no good 
for massacres (in Texas or elsewhere), and why it is unlikely to replaced by any new high-tech inven-
tions such as lasers.  
 
H/Back, 285 x 260mm, 212 pages, over 300 full colour photos 
 
#10522 $99.95 

To order….post or 

fax order form, 

phone or email us! 
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POST ORDERS TO: 

CAR & TRACTOR BOOKS NZ 
24 Happy Valley Road, 7.O.R.D 

Oamaru  9495, New Zealand 

ORDER FORM FAX ORDERS TO 
03 439 5192 

 

Intl. FAX 
+64 3 439 5192 

ORDER PHONE 
03 439 5124 

 

Intl. PHONE 
+64 3 439 5124 

EMAIL ORDERS TO: 
orders@tractorbooks.co.nz 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Your NAME:  …………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
ADDRESS:  ………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
                      ……………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
PHONE:  …………………FAX……………..EMAIL………………………………………………….. 

#CODE   PRODUCT DESCRIPTION                        QTY     PRICE 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

 

Sub-Total     …………. 
 
Delivery       ………….. 
See below 
 
Total NZ$    ………….. 

METHOD OF PAYMENT 
 

VISA    MASTERCARD   CHEQUE  or   DIRECT CREDIT— tick one 
 
CARD NUMBER   __ __  __ __   __ __ __ __   __ __ __ __   __ __ __ __ 
   
NAME: …………………………...Signature…………………………..Exp  ..../…. 
 
Cheques: Payable to Car & Tractor Books NZ 
 
Direct Credit: Account ANZ Oamaru 010964 0075541 00 DELIVERY COSTS 

 
NEW ZEALAND ORDERS 

—shipped via COURIER POST 
 

TOWN ADDRESSES & P.O. Boxs 
$6 for ALL ORDERS Regardless of size 

 

**RURAL DELIVERY ADDRESSES**  
$8 for ALL ORDERS Regardless of size 

INTERNATIONAL ORDERS: 
AUSTRALIAN & other INTERNATIONAL orders will 
be shipped at best airmail rates. 
If you require a quote, please contact us. 
We accept Australian $ Cheques & Money Orders 

Office & Store – 24 Happy Valley Road, Maheno,  
240 metres off SH 1, 15.5 klm south of Oamaru – Mon-Fri normal bus hours 

please call first before you visit – we may be out !   EFTPOS available  Ph 03 439 5124 

  

CAR & TRACTOR BOOKS NZ 

Whist we endeavor to stock all items listed, 
there will be occasions when we are ‘out of 
stock’ of an item.  
We will advise you if your order is delayed. 
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