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LEGENDARY ENGINEERING 

 EXCELLENCE 
 

By Graham Edge 
 

This book by historical transport expert Graham Edge is a comprehensive 
study of a Manchester company whose name became revered in over 

forty countries.  
It traces the story from the origins of the firm in 1868 until it ceased engine 

production almost 130 years later. 
 

In 1929 L Gardner & Sons Ltd perfected a small high-speed, direct injec-
tion diesel engine, the world's first for an engine of its size. The company 
soon developed this into the first purpose-built automotive engine of its 

type. This renowned Gardner LW series was also revolutionary in its use 
of lightweight aluminium alloys. 

 
Because diesel fuel was more economical than petroleum spirit for most of 
the last century, & especially in the 1930s, Gardner was able to capitalise 

on a huge & growing market. Their diesel engines went on to gain an unrivalled reputation for  
reliability and economy in buses, coaches, lorries, rail, shipping & industrial installations.  

Their heyday from the end of the Second World War to the early 1960s, a time when their order book 
was always full. 

 
As well as telling the story of the company's engineering achievements (and setbacks), the author also 
brings to life some of the personalities involved, not least the members of the Gardner family. Although 

they were 'engineers par excellence', some of the 'could be quite irascible!' 
By the 1970s Gardners were being left behind by changes in the transport market and also faced 

damaging industrial relations. In 1977 they became part of the Hawker Siddeley group. 
This is a reprint of a book first published in 2002 and revised in 2006. Graham Edge was able to draw 
on knowledge freely provided by former sales director Dion Houghton. The superb photographs are 
mainly from the archives of Dion Houghton and Paul Gardner, the great-grandson of the founder. 
Each photograph has a detailed caption and the book's Appendices include production figures. 

 
S/Back, 275 x 205 mm, 216 pages, 280 illustrations - 8 pages colour  #10778 $89.95 

 
 
 

To order….post or 

fax order form, 

phone or email us! 
VINTAGE ENGINES — BOOKS 

 



CAR & TRACTOR BOOKS NZ  

                                                                                         
CAR & TRACTOR BOOKS NZ    Post:  24 Happy Valley Road,  7.O.R.D. Oamaru  New Zealand 

Order Phone 03 439 5124      Order Fax 03 439 5192 
Email: orders@tractorbooks.co.nz       www.tractorbooks.co.nz 

 

ANDERSON OIL ENGINES 

Brian D Batchelor & Richard H Robinson 

Andersons were the largest manufacturers of stationary engines in New Zealand.  This book brings 
together all the available information on history, identification and restoration.   

S/Back, A-4 size 60 pages including colour #10008 $29.95 

 
BEAUTIFUL ENGINES  
Treasures of the Internal Combustion Century  
by Stan Grayson 
This outstanding book presents via superb photography & detailed text ,antique stationary & marine 
engines as mechanical works of art, that resulted from the creative genius of gifted inventors &  
engineers. 
Over 30 rare engines are featured including Otto & Langen, Mascinenfabrik Deutz, Sombart, Daimler 
& maybach, Crossley, Schleicher, Schumm & Co, Sintz, Regan, Pacific, Danile Best, White & Middle-
ton, Reid, Springfield, Charter, Olds, Samson, New Era, Fairbanks, Lathrop, IH, Western, Union,  
Niagra, Foos, Witte, Gray, Palmer Bros, Speedway, Hicks, Atlas-Imperial,  
Wolverine.  
H/Back, 300 x 225mm, 120 pages, 84 colour & 46 b&w photos #10317 $98.00 
 
SOUTHERN CROSS ENGINES An Illustrated History of Toowoomba Foundry's 
Steam, Internal Combustion and Windmill Engines 
by Rob Laurent 
For 74 years Australias Toowoomba Foundry produced a range of steam, petrol, kerosene and diesel 
engines. Each bore the name Southern Cross. 
From the simple 1-horsepower Farm Pump to 100-ton locomotives, the Southern Cross reputation for 
ruggedness and reliability was known across the globe. In Southern Cross Engines Rob Laurent 
traces the origin of this famous marque back to a primitive hand-made steam engine of 1876. Using a 
variety of sources, such as official documents saved from the scrap bin and the memories of the men 
who made the engines, he follows developments at the Foundry until 1983, when the last engine was 
made. 
Toowoomba Foundrys most famous products, the Southern Cross windmills are also covered in 
depth. Over 200,000 of these, in 30 different models, were produced between 1874 & the present day.  
Other Southern Cross products covered are portable steam engines, steam locomotives, experimental 
aircraft, lawnmowers, aluminium boats, and many other items. A book dealing with Southern Cross 
water pumping equipment is currently being written by the author. 
Southern Cross Engines is a very readable history of one of Australias most enduring companies.  
This book has proven to very popular with a wide range of readers, with copies going to readers in all 
states of Australia as well as several overseas countries. 
It contains hundreds of black-and-white photographs, drawings and period advertisements. There are 
also parts diagrams of all 54 models of engines as well as detailed specifications for every engine. Full 
production records for all 90,000 engines made by the Foundry are also provided. 
S/Back, 300 x 210mm, hundreds of b&w photos & drawings #10546 $89.95 
 
OLD STATIONARY ENGINES 
By David Edgington 
Describes the evolution of the first practical stationary engines and then to illustrates some of the 
many different designs. Emphasis is placed on engines which can still be seen today. This book is of 
value to the technical or enthusiast reader because of the large collection of captioned photographs 
including many which are extremely interesting and unusual. 
Small-power engines, large engines, common & rare engines—something to appeal to everyone. 
S/Back, 210 x 150mm, 56 pages, over 100 photos. Mainly in colour. #10702 $25.00 
 

To order….post or 

fax order form, 

phone or email us! 
VINTAGE ENGINES — BOOKS 

 



 
 
A-Z of BRITISH STATIONARY ENGINES – Vol. 1 A-K 
Compiled from Stationary Engine magazine, Volume One took three years to 'assemble'.  
Between them the two volumes should be the invaluable reference source for British stationary engine  
enthusiasts. Includes a glossary, appendix & index 
S/Back, A-4 size, 128 pages, 500+ b&w illustrations #10005 $63.00 
 
 
 
 
 
 
A-Z of BRITISH STATIONARY ENGINES – Vol. 2 L-Z 
Completes the A-Z of British Stationary Engines.  
S/Back, A-4 size, 128 pages, 500+ b&w illustrations #10006 $63.00 
 
 

 

 

 

LISTER D-TYPE RESTORATION  The serialised restoration carried out in great detail. An ab-
solute must for any D Type owner or enthusiast. S/Back, A-4 size 68 pages, 200+ b&w and colour 
photos & illust. #10748 $45.00                            

 

 

 

PETTER M TYPE STATIONARY ENGINE     A collection of major     features from Station-
ary Engine magazine on one of the most popular and       collected British stationary engines                        
S/Back, A-4 size 46 pages, 150+ b&w photos & illustrations #10749 $38.00      

 

 

 

 

 

OPEN CRANK RESTORATION: Ruston-Hornsby 5hp IP  Detailed step-by-step          
restoration of an open-crank engine. Superb detail!                                                                                         
S/Back, A-4 size, 128 pages,300+colour + b&w illust. #10750 $69.95 

 

                        

 
 

 

We supply OPERATORS MANUALS for some interesting 
older engines…...see our A-Z LISTING OF MANUALS 



 

 
POST ORDERS TO: 

CAR & TRACTOR BOOKS NZ 
24 Happy Valley Road, 7.O.R.D 

Oamaru  9495, New Zealand 

ORDER FORM FAX ORDERS TO 
03 439 5192 

 

Intl. FAX 
+64 3 439 5192 

ORDER PHONE 
03 439 5124 

 

Intl. PHONE 
+64 3 439 5124 

EMAIL ORDERS TO: 
orders@tractorbooks.co.nz 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Your NAME:  …………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
ADDRESS:  ………………………………………………………………………………………………. 
 
                      ……………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
 
PHONE:  …………………FAX……………..EMAIL………………………………………………….. 

#CODE   PRODUCT DESCRIPTION                        QTY     PRICE 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………... 

 

Sub-Total     …………. 
 
Delivery       ………….. 
See below 
 
Total NZ$    ………….. 

METHOD OF PAYMENT 
 

VISA    MASTERCARD   CHEQUE  or   DIRECT CREDIT— tick one 
 
CARD NUMBER   __ __  __ __   __ __ __ __   __ __ __ __   __ __ __ __ 
   
NAME: …………………………...Signature…………………………..Exp  ..../…. 
 
Cheques: Payable to Car & Tractor Books NZ 
 
Direct Credit: Account ANZ Oamaru 010964 0075541 00 DELIVERY COSTS 

 
NEW ZEALAND ORDERS 

—shipped via COURIER POST 
 

TOWN ADDRESSES & P.O. Boxs 
$6 for ALL ORDERS Regardless of size 

 

**RURAL DELIVERY ADDRESSES**  
$8 for ALL ORDERS Regardless of size 

INTERNATIONAL ORDERS: 
AUSTRALIAN & other INTERNATIONAL orders will 
be shipped at best airmail rates. 
If you require a quote, please contact us. 
We accept Australian $ Cheques & Money Orders 

Office & Store – 24 Happy Valley Road, Maheno,  
240 metres off SH 1, 15.5 klm south of Oamaru – Mon-Fri normal bus hours 

please call first before you visit – we may be out !   EFTPOS available  Ph 03 439 5124 

  

CAR & TRACTOR BOOKS NZ 

Whilst we endeavor to stock all items 
listed, there will be occasions when we are 
‘out of stock’ of an item.  
We will advise you if your order is delayed. 

VISA  MASTERCARD 


